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in advance, and had already thrown their left far
beyond us. Had they known we were there, we
might have been taken in a trap from which only
fleet fugitives would have escaped. With the dawn
we were in our saddles again, and, by the urgent
advice of Peiovich, I took the back track, while the
battalion threw itself across the country to skirmish,
and retard the advance of the Turks while reinforce-
ments could be brought up. " Eide hard," said the
voivode, "and keep ahead of the Albanians, for
when it comes to fighting we shall probably have to
disperse and every man provide for himself, and you
do not know the country. Tell the Prince to hurry
up reinforcements/' I lunched in the schoolhouse
of Aluga, and pushed on for Bukowitza and Shaw-
nik, where the invasion would be stopped with cer-
tainty. Half way to Bukowitza there burst on us a
terrific thunderstorm, with torrents of rain. One
bolt struck so near us that the concussion knocked
mjperianik down, and my horse jumped up on all
fours as I never saw a horse do before, but neither
was touched by the lightning, and we arrived at the
first house of Bukowitza drenched and tired, hav-
ing knocked the two days' inarch into one.

The owner of the house at which we asked for
shelter said: "What I have you are welcome to,
but I have only two rooms, that in which the family
sleeps, and the kitchen. You are welcome to the
bedroom, but I fear there are too many fleas for you
to sleep, and you had better stay in the kitchen."
'I accepted the kitchen, and after a supper of hot